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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, EG, US 

SUB J : PERES DEFENDS INTERIM AGREEMENT 

BEGIN SUMMARY: IN NOVEMBER 18 KNESSET SPEECH, DEFENSE 
MINISTER PERES STRONGLY DEFENDED THE INTERIM AGREEMENT AND 
WARNED THAT ANY ATTEMPT TO SUSPEND IMPLEMENTATION 
BECAUSE OF ALLEGED EGYPTIAN VIOLATIONS WOULD RESULT IN AN 
UNDERMINING OF ISRAEL’S POSITION IN WASHINGTON. SPEAKING 
SAME DAY TO JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION, PERES ALSO ANALYZED 
LONGER-RANGE EGYPTIAN AND ARAB STRATEGY, AND EXPRESSED HOPE 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO EROSION IN US-ISRAELI RELATIONS 
OR DILUTION OF TRADITIONAL US POSITIONS ON MIDDLE EAST. 

END SUMMARY 

1. IN A NOV 18 SPEECH TO THE KNESSET, DEFMIN PERES VIGOROUSLY 
DEFENDED CONTINUED ISRAELI ADHERENCE TO THE TERMS OF THE INTERIM 
AGREEMENT AGAINST LIKUD MK ARIDO'S ASSERTIONS THAT EGYPT 
HAD VIOLATED IT BY THREATENING WAR AND SEEKING LARGE SCALE ARMS 
PURCHASES. ACCORDING TO THE NOV 19 MAARIV, PERES SAID THAT "THE 
INTERIM AGREEMENT ...HAS NOT ESTABLISHED A SYSTEM OF PEACE.. 

OR EVEN ELIMINATED THE ELEMENT OF WAR. IT HAS, HOWEVER, PRODUCED A 
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AND INTRODUCING CHANGES-ADMITTEDLY OF LIMIED SIGNIFICANCE 
-IN ITS BEHAVIOR 

2. PERES DREW A SHARP DISTINCTION BETWEEN ARAB RHETORIC 
AND THE REALITY OF THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL SITUATION. 

HE POINTED TO THE TWO WORKING GROUP MEETINGS THAT HAVE 
ALREADY TAKEN PLACE IN TH SINAI BETWEEN ISRAELI AND 
EGYPTIAN REPRESENTATIVES. "THE EGYPTIANS WERE NOW SETTLING 

IN A NARROW STRIP... ALONG THE SUEZ CANAL. WITH THE IDF STATIONED 
AT A DISTANCE OF 750 METERS TO 6 KILOMETERS. ..THE EGYPTIAN 
GENERALS WOULD HARDLY HAVE AGREED TO SUCH A DEPLOYMENT IF EGYPT 
WERE OUT FOR WAR." IN JERUSALEM POST ACCOUNT OF THE SAME SPEECH, 
PERES REPORTEDLY NOTED PASSAGE OF ISRAELI CARGOES THROUGH THE 
SUEZ CANAL AS ANOTHER POSITIVE INDICATION OF THE CHANGE IN 
EGYPT'S POSITION. 

3. PERES CAUTIONED THE KNESSET AGAINST TAKING ANY STEPS NOT 
IN ACCORD WITH PROVISIONS OF THE INTERIM SETTLEMENT. 

ESPECIALLY NOW THAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S AID REQUEST IS 
BEFORE CONGRESS. ACCORDING TO POST , HE WARNED THAT "SUSPENDING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT WOULD 

ENHANCE POSITION OF EGYPT IN WASHINGTON AND UNDERMINE THAT 
OF ISRAEL". 

4. IN ADDRESS TO JERUSALEM PRESS CLUB NOV 18, PERES HIGH- 
LIGHTED HARDENING OF ARAB STAND TO ISRAEL AND ASSESSED 
IMPLICATIONS FOR U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY. QUOTE: THE HARDENING OF 
THE ARAB LAINE..MUST BE INTERPRETED AS A CONSOLIDATION OF THE 
ARAB POSITION NOT TOWARDS AGREEMENT, BUT TOWARDS COERCION 
...THE ARMS, THE PALESTINIAN STAND, AND THE SUPPORT IN THE 

UN COMBINE TO UNITE THE ARAB WORLD ON THIS ONE SUBJECT: 

HATRED OF ISRAEL. .THE U.S. IS INTERESTED IN PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST, BUT IF THIS INTEREST WILL NOT BE CLEARLY 
EXPRESSED IN THE POSITION IT ADOPTS AND SUPPORTS, THE U.S. 

WILL MISS THE MARK.. .THERE ARE ARABS, INCLUDING EGYPT, 

WHOSE STRATEGY IS BASED ON A DETERIORATION OF U.S.- 
ISRAEL RELATIONS, ON A DILUTION OF TRADITIONAL U.S. 

POSITIONS, AND ON THE HAND-OVER OF TERRITORIES UNACCOMPANIED 
BY ANY MOVE TOWARDS PEACE. END QUOTE. 
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COMMENT: PRERS’ COMMENT HIGHLIGHT TWO THEMES: A) GOI'S 
CONTINUING EFFORTS TO SUPPORT INTERIM AGREEMENT AGAINST 
DOMESTIC CRITICS AND RECONFIRMATION OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 
WITH ITS IMPLEMENTATION, AND B) SIMULTANEOUS CONCERN 
THAT EGYPT, TOGETHER WITH OTHER ARAB STATES, AIMS AT RECOVERY 
OF OCCUPIED TERRITORIES WITHOUT ENTERING INTO BINDING PEACE 
AGREEMENTS. 

TOON 
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